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Timeline
Northern Cities Management Area Development

1960’s

Lopez Project
1983

“Gentlemen’s 

Agreement” 

Establishes 

Yields
1995

Groundwater 

Lawsuit 

Begins

2005

2002

Management 

Agreement

Groundwater 

Litigation 

Settled



Northern Cities Management Area
Technical Group (2021-2023)
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Arroyo Grande

Director of Public Works

City Engineer

Utilities Manager

Grover Beach

Director of Public Works 
/ City Engineer

Senior Engineer

Oceano CSD

General Manager

Pismo Beach

Director of Public Works 
/ City Engineer

Groundwater 
Consultant

GSI

Staff Extension 
Services

WSC



Services Provided
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Coordination Technical Administrative Managerial

Monthly Meetings

Legal Team

Agricultural 

Representatives

Zone 3 Technical 

Advisory Committee

Agency Pumping Data

Groundwater Modeling 

Scenarios

As-needed Research & 

Analysis

Groundwater Supply and 

Demand

Department of Water 

Resources

Groundwater Consultant 

Management

Neighboring Management 

Areas

Stipulation Compliance

Annual Report

Strategic Planning

Funding Opportunities

Workshops



Recent NCMA Successes

2021

2022-23
2023

2024

April ‘24

Groundwater 

Model Updated 

with Airborne 

Geophysical 

Survey

Updated 

Management 

Agreement 

Drafted

Storage Rights in 

Lopez Lake

Adaptive 

Management 

Plan Drafted

2023 Annual 

Report



FY 2024-25 Milestones

Monthly

Winter
Winter

Spring

Spring

Technical Group 

Meetings

Groundwater 

Model Update 

Complete

Strategic 

Planning

Management 

Agreement 

Update Finalized

2024 Annual 

Report



Thank You!
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