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Joint Powers Authority 
(JPA) Formed - 1994

• Responsible for compliance with waste 
diversion requirements

• Assist with and coordinate efforts of 
jurisdictions/other governmental 
programs

• Advise, plan for, suggest, and 
implement solutions to solid waste 
problems

• Conferred powers exercised by the 
jurisdictions (necessary to achieve 
waste management goals)

13 Member Board of Elected 
Officials Representing:

San Luis Obispo County & 
Atascadero     Arroyo Grande
Paso Robles Grover Beach
Morro Bay Pismo Beach

San Luis Obispo
and

10 Special Community Service 
Districts

IWMA

Mission:
To manage hazardous waste, universal 

waste, solid waste, green/food waste and 
recycling for San Luis Obispo County
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What do we do?
• Waste Management Plans
• Reporting & Monitoring
• Outreach & Education
• Household Hazardous 

Waste (Paints, Pesticides, 
Chemicals, Batteries, etc.)

• Legislative Agenda
• Recycling (tires, mattresses, 

electronics, etc.)
• Ordinances

Regulatory Milestones:
AB3462 – County-Wide Waste Management Plan (1988)

AB939 – 50% Waste Diversion (1989)
AB888 – Household Hazardous Waste Ban (1989)
AB1843 – Waste Tires (1990)
AB341 – Commercial Recycling-Mandatory (2011)
SB254 – Mattress Recovery (2013)
AB1826 – Commercial Organics Composting (2014)
SB270 – Plastic Bag Ban (2014)
SB1383 – Climate Bill-Bans Food from Landfills (2018)

California Department of Resources 
Recycling and Recovery
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Economics

Recyclers

Haulers

IWMA

Public

Jurisdictions
Landfills

Environment
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Ordinances
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Don’t Be Afraid of Change…

August 28, 2019 Handouts 



City Permitted 
Special Events 
Violations

What does unscrambling 
and omelet look like?
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Cold Canyon Materials Recovery Facility
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Materials Recovery Facility in Bay Area
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Bales of like 
materials

(#2  Plastic)
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Plastic #1: PETE or 
PET (Polyethylene 
Terephthalate):
This plastic is generally clear 
and used to make soda and 
water bottles
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Plastic #2: HDPE (High Density 
Polyethylene):

• This plastic is generally opaque. It is used to make milk jugs, 
cleaner containers, toiletry containers, yogurt containers, 
butter tubs, cereal box liners, etc.
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Resin 
Codes

Numbers Indicate 
type of plastic only!
(Does not mean it 

is recyclable.)
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Plastics 3-7 =
Contamination August 28, 2019 Handouts 



Sorting Screen with Plastic Films
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Plastic #6
EPS-Expanded 
Polystyrene & 
Polystyrene:

Examples:
• Plastic CD cases
• Egg cartons
• Meat trays
• Packaging
• Disposable plates, 
bowls, and cups 
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Prohibit EPS

EPS - Expanded 
Polystyrene or  
“Styrofoam”

vs.
Polystyrene
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Polystyrene Ordinances 
in California (120)

Began in 1998

Local Ordinances
• San Luis Obispo Dec 2015
• Arroyo Grande 2016
• Morro Bay 2016
• Pismo-Jan 2016
• Grover Beach 2018
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Template:  
2015 SLO City Ordinance

Applicable:  Food providers, Events 
Promoters, Retailers
1. May not use disposable polystyrene

2. Must use biodegradable, 
compostable, or recyclable products

Exempt Items:

1. Imported foods or packaged items 
(then sold inside the city)

2. Meat Trays
3. Fully encapsulated products

4. Construction materials
5. Emergencies

Additional Exemptions
1. If ban creates an undue hardship, no 

alternatives, not affordable
2. If applicant can demonstrate a public 

health and safety requirement or medical 
necessity to use the product

(Documentation showing factual support for 
the claimed exemption)August 28, 2019 Handouts 



Violations

Subject to administrative fines

First violation, the City Manager may allow the 
food provider in lieu of payment of the 
administrative fine to submit receipts  
demonstrating the purchase after the citation 
date, of biodegradable, compostable, or 
recyclable products

Up to $200 for an event of 1 to 
200 persons$200

Up to $400 for an event of 201 
to 400 persons$400

Up to $600 for an event of 401 
to 600 persons$600

Up to $1,000 for an event of 600 
or more persons$1000
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IWMA Ordinance
Adds/Includes:

Meat Trays

Egg Cartons
Clear Polystyrene
Non-Encapsulated Marine Devices

Includes packaged items (at retailers, 
excludes items delivered to your home) 

Pending IWMA Board
Review & Approval
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Preferred
Alternatives:
Bring Your Own 

Box or Bottle

AB 619
Allows 

Reusable
Containers
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Aluminum
Glass
Paper

Alternatives:
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Questions?
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